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just paid attention to her. (February

trying to pull out of a parking lot.
18,2008 12:26 PM)

Randall Monroe for his famous webcomic,

xkcd. The comic points out how when a guy

sucks at something, he, individually, takes
rant

the blame for his failure, but when a girl
sucks at something, too often that failure
gets generalized to all women. Another

specific example of this comes from

commenter "tofutti" at Feministing.com:
happens to many underprivileged groups,

not just women. People of color, GLBT
people, and others are often asked to speak
for their whole group, as though they were a
Hive Mind, and as though they do not
behave, react, think, and feel as individuals.
Such an approach also fails to consider the
lot of research (Google search "Stereotype
Threat" for a starting place for references)

effects of societal influences on behavior. A

by Jamie Bougher

because i am a woman, i must make unusual ef-
forts to succeed. if i fail, no one will say, "she doesn't
have what it takes." they will say, "women don't have
what it takes." ~clare boothe luce

:

WOW, YOu
SUCK AT MATH,
’l: 'ﬂ

Mouse-over caption: "It's pi plus C, of course.”
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HPV Part 3: Michigan may be making the move to make the HPV vaccine mandatory

by Melanie Barrette
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Currently, many state

Parents of girls entering the sixth grade

may soon have more to worry about than just
gefting school clothes and supplies before the
entering the sixth grade. In Texas, Governor

legislatures are considering bills to make the
HPV vaccine, Gardasil, mandatory for girls

first day of classes.

|

bill allows parents to opt out of the vaccine as

Rick Perry signed an executive order on Feb. 2,
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long as they sign a document indicating that

2007 mandating that all girls entering the sixth

is anything but
.you protect your kids in any
This same concern was raised in

Peninsula District Health Department said, “I

responsible. | don't think it pushes them into
irresponsibility, it just is one more thing you do

dont think that protecting them against a
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One reason states want to make the
of the vaccine for uninsured families. This leads

vaccine mandatory is so that state funding can
{(VFC) and Medicaid programs to cover the cost

they are aware of the vaccine's risks and -
be allocated to the Vaccines For Children

benefits.

Michigan is one of the states that

grade be vaccinated. This was later overridden
proposed making the vaccine mandatory. On
Dec. 15, 2006, Senate Bill 1416 failed in the
House (53 to 48), after being passed in the
Senate. The bill would have required parents of

by House Bilf 1098.

to the next cause for concemn: the cost of the regard fo birth control and making condoms

girls entering the sixth grade to vaccinate their

available to boys and girls. The best way to

vaccine.

daughters against HPV or to sign a cerfificate

prevent children from having sex is to talk with

Gardasil currently costs approximately

that they have opted o not vaccinate their

child.

them. Giving girls the vaccine for HPV is not

$360 for a series of three shots. In comparison

Democratic

of

percent

Sixty-nine

It is

about encouraging them to have sex.

to what is spent on treatments for HPV and

legislators supported the bill, but only 29

. . L . about preventing cervical cancer and HPV
cervical cancer, this cost is minimal and is

percent of Republicans did so. Currently, two

the

reason for

the

is

This

infection.

covered by most health insurances and by

House Bills {4164 and 4104) and four Senate

™~

recommended age range. it is important to be

Medicaid and the federal VFC program. The

vaccinated before you have any genital skin-to-

VFC program is able to purchase Gardasil at

skin or sexual contact.

the reduced rate of $96.75 per shot, which is

With elections right around the corner,

do you know where your candidates stand on
this issue? Be informed before you vote. Your
vote could change whether or not this vaccine

will become mandatory in Michigan.

Another concern about mandatory
The long-term effects of the

and varicella vaccine (MMR-V), which costs the

VFC program $77.75 per shot.

Some parents believe that the clinical trials did
not include a large enough group of children
of the target age of 11-12. Approximately
1200 girls in the target range were included in
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comparable to the measles, mumps, rubella,
Gardasil vaccinations is whether or not there

these studies.
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